Alva Community Council (ACC)
www.alvacommunitycouncil.org.uk
Minutes of Meeting
Monday 8 May 2017, 7.30pm
Venue: Alva Baptist Church
Lynn Cameron – Chairperson
Convener – Joint Community Council Forum
Convener – EDF Burnfoot Hill Community Fund
Sub Group – Events
Sub Group - CAPLan
Linda Greig - Secretary
Convener – Environment
Convener – EDF Micro Grants
Sub Group - Licensing & Planning
Sub Group – Events
Sandra Rees – Minute Secretary
Community Action Plan (CAPLan) Coordinator
Sub Group - Licensing & Planning
Sub Group - Events
Philip Ward
Convener – IT / Website

Robbie Russell – Vice Chairperson
Convener – Planning & Licencing
Sub Group – Events
Sub Group - CAPLan

LC

RR

Anne Spruce – Treasurer
Sub Group – Events
Sub Group - CAPlan

LG

AS

Louise Young
Convener- Health inc Alva Health Centre Patient
Group
Sub Group – Events
PW
Iain Craig
Sub Group – Events
Sub Group – CAPLan
Gemma Waghorn
Mary Dalrymple
GW Convener – Data Protection
Convener – Education
Sub Group – Events
Sub Group – Events
Sub Group – IT/Website
Sub Group – IT/Website
Graham Burt
Kirsty Ryles
GB
Sub Group – Events
Sub Group - Licensing & Planning
Sub Group – IT/Website
Sub Group – Events
Sub Group – IT/Website
Community Councillors in attendance – Lynn, Anne, Sandra, Louise, Gemma, Mary, Graham & Kirsty.
Minutes – Sandra
SR

In Attendance:
Members of Public (MOP) x 12
Agend
a
Item
1

Minutes of Item Discussed
Welcome and Introductions

2

Apologies

3

Declaration of conflict of interest.

Apologies from Robbie, Linda, Iain and Phil

None
Minutes of Previous Meeting
Proposed by Mary & seconded by Kirsty
5

Matters Arising from Previous Minutes.
None

6

Police Report – PC James Millar - Community Police Officer
Report Attached

7

MD

KR

Elected Councillors – Cllr Balsillie & Cllr Drummond

Lynn welcomed those in attendance to the meeting.

4

ICr

Office Bearers Reports

1

Action
By

7.1

Chairperson Report – Lynn Cameron
Improving Parking in Scotland – The Scottish Government recognise that
the laws on parking and complex and can be confusing. They are undertaking a
public consultation to explore how they can improve parking in Scotland. A
copy of the consultation paper can be found at: bit.ly/consult-parking-imp
New 3 tier Planters – Alva Community Council (ACC) have purchased 2
planters using grants from EDF. Following consultation with Clackmannanshire
Council (CC) it has been agreed that they will be located on the right handsides
on entry to Alva from Menstrie and Tillicoultry. There will be a charge of
approx. £300 for CC to create concrete bases for the planters. Sandra asked
Elected Members if they could request waiver of this charge; Cllrs Balsillie and
Drummond agreed to make the request but are not too hopeful given all the
cuts in services. Lynn will continue to liaise with CC. Anne has arranged for the
planters to be added to the insurance schedule.
Giant Hogweed – the sap can cause severe burns and poses a risk to people
who are unaware of its potential for harm. The plant has been discovered at the
corner of the Berryfield site, near Lovers Loan and Lynn has reported to
Clackmannanshire Council who are going to deal with it. Lynn also contacted
the owners of the land who will deal with the hogweed on their side of the
fence. The school will inform pupils.

7.2

Secretary Report – Linda Greig
Alloa Advertiser – A trainee reporter has been in touch because they are
hoping to start a weekly double page spread solely dedicated to the Wee
County's community councils. They are hoping to hear about and raise the
issues that matter to local residents and they believe community councils are
the best placed to know about these. They have said ‘there will be occasions
when we find something that we think should be important and will be asking
community councils for their views/opinions’.
Ideally, they would hope to speak to someone from the community council on a
weekly or biweekly basis as the Editor hopes to make this a permanent feature.
Since there are nine community councils in Clackmannanshire they will not
necessarily need something from Alva each week and similarly it could be that
there are two or more stories coming in from one place in the same time.
Linda agreed to contact them after tonight’s meeting with the name of the
community councillor who would be willing to be the regular contact. It was
suggested and agreed that Sandra would do this as is already the Press Officer
for CAPLan, Events, etc.
Benches - Linda has contacted the team leader of Transport & Transportation
at Clacks Council regarding the benches we requested for the Alva to Tillicultry
Cycle Path, this is the reply. ‘We didn't have the spare budget last year but I
have set aside some money this year to put in a few benches or seats on the
cycle ways between Alva and Dollar. I have not worked out our programmes for
this year but will try to get these benches in place sooner rather than towards
the end of the year’.
Local & General Elections – The General Election on the 8th of June is going
to affect Community Council interim elections, Leslie Ballie has said that she
can confirm that the Elections Team will have to put the timetable back.

Clacks Youth Council - have written to us on behalf of the Youth Council for
Clackmannanshire as when the new committee is elected they would like to link
in more with community councils and have the young people attend our
monthly meetings and represent the young people within their community.
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Lynn

We have liked & shared their facebook page @clacks youthcouncil & I have
replied saying they will be most welcome & to get in touch if they wish to be
included on our agenda.
ACC & Trusted Partnerships - Stephen Morrison will send the terms &
conditions for this by the middle of this week; Linda will organize a meeting of
the office bearers to discuss these ASAP.
7.3

Treasurers Report – Anne Spruce

Ordinary Account
Expenditure

£27.72 Medals for Alva Games

Balance £1919.30

Special Events Account
Income

£1.52
£0.01

Expenditure
Kick Dart Game
Insurance
Cups/ shield
Planter & baskets
Balance
Ring-fenced
Micro grants
Action plan
OLE
Planter

8
8.1

Interest
Pay Pal

£ 900.00
£ 125.40
£ 60.30
£ 1748.04
£11231.96

£ 500.00
£ 3610.55
£ 5359.00
£ 374.81

Convener Reports
Environment incl Alva Glen - Linda
Fracking - The Scottish Government is currently running a public consultation
on unconventional oil and gas in Scotland. The consultation is open until the
31st May and can be read and responded to via the Scottish Government’s
consultation platform, Citizen Space, at https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/energyand-climate-change-directorate/fracking-unconventional-oil-and-gas/.

8.2

Joint Community Council Forum (JCCF) – Lynn
Participation Requests – Community Councils are invited to ask questions
about participation requests and make suggestions for the best way for the
Council to deal with them. Questions will give an insight into your interests and
concerns and suggestions will help design a clear and functional process.
Online Forum – Lesley Baillie is going to ask Scottish Government to set up an
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online forum for Community Councils to share information and help between
meetings.
Development of Action Plans – it was suggested that someone be invited to
a JCCF meeting who will be able to advise how to develop Community Action
Plans.
8.3

Planning / Licensing Applications – Lynn read the following report from
Robbie

Queen Street, Alva - Planning Application 17/00044/FULL
for 42 houses.
Permission granted subject to conditions that are detailed on the planning
pages at www.clacksweb.org.uk.
Sandra confirmed she’d received a letter about the Planning Decision meeting
on 27 April. Graham attended the meeting and we now have a letter confirming
that the application has been approved.
Developer Contributions – Sandra emailed Julie Hamilton, Development
Services Manager suggesting an alternative developer contribution that would
be in keeping with the CAPLan i.e. outdoor gym equipment (we’d eventually like
to have 15+ pieces of equipment). Also suggested a good quality, vandalproof fence with gates around the play area. The following is her reply received
08/05/17;
‘As I advised in my email of 3rd April, Developer Contributions are sought for
specific infrastructure elements arising from the impacts of particular
developments. There are no specific Developer Contributions for this site that
would provide for funding for your project. May I suggest that you contact
Lawrence Hunter.. who I understand has had similar approaches of this nature’.
Sandra will contact Lawrence Hunter and report at the June meeting.

Sandra

Alva Glen Hotel Site - Planning Application 16/00268/FULL
Sandra advised the flood Risk Assessment provided to SEPA from the developer
was not detailed enough so another is to be submitted.
Sandra emailed Grant Baxter, Planning Officer and confirmed ACC will be
delighted to utilise the open public space on the corner of Stirling Street and
Brook Street as suggested on recent plans by planting a tree in the space and
at Christmas time put lights on it. Sandra asked that an electricity supply is
installed to facilitate this.
Queen Street, Alva – Eco Houses
A MOP asked why Upper Queen Street has been closed all winter near the
building site for the Eco Houses. Cllr Drummond agreed to ask the Planning
Department, Clackmannanshire Council.

8.4

Public Partnership Health Forum & Alva Health Centre Patient Group –
Louise
Alva Medical Practice Patient Group Meeting - Monday 24th April 2017
Dr Hay & Dr Musk in attendance.
1.
2.

Dr Ewbank is in the practice now. new trainee doctor is Dr Campbell.
Dr Musk leaves in August, his replacement is in progress a Dr Jonathan
Begley
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Cllr
Drummond

Retainer Dr Macrae is also leaving soon. Hoping to get a replacement,
as it comes under GP training and usually for women returning to work.
Dr Karen McKenzie will be going on Mat. leave from July. Dr Clare
Spearing going to be in practice to help cover.
The current trainee they are hoping will also stay on.
3.
4.

Practise Walk.....date to be arranged. Looking at September/October
The Medicine waste campaign has been running and surveys have been
getting handed out. Anyone with any questions on it, please contact the
surgery.

5.

Tullibody Health Centre Vandalism - This is at the back porch area. So
looking into options on how to stop this. Whether is be to take the
porch away, or put up a gate at the staff entrance which get closed at
night.

6.

Travel vaccination clinic Information is on the website.

Next meeting August 21st 2017.
8.5

IT & Website – Graham
Promote Fun Day - Graham advised he’d promoted the fun day on various
buy and sell Facebook sites. This is in addition to other advertising–see item 9.
Donations Page – A Pay Pal account has now been set up and the webteam
will advise when the donations page is up and running on
www.alvacommunitycouncil.org.uk
Data Protection – on behalf of Linda, Lynn asked Mary if she required
information for Data Protection. Mary advised she wouldn’t be doing this.

8.6

Education – Gemma
Gemma reported that Alva Academy are saying farewell to the current S6 and
other senior pupils are on study leave. Mr Sheriff is leaving.
Member of the Public, Sheona Craig, Alva Academy Parent Council and rep for
Clacks National Parent Forum Scotland, reported that she is on the committee
for the Reading Challenge.

8.7

EDF Burnfoot Hill Community Fund – Lynn
Next Meeting 31/05/17
Micro Grants – The Toddlers Group have completed an end of project form
stating they boughts toys and scales to weigh the babies with the £250 grant.
This information is required as ACC in due course, have to provide a report to
EDF including this information.

Sub Committee Reports
9

Events – Lynn, Robbie, Linda, Anne, Sandra, Louise, Iain, Gemma,
Graham, Mary & Kirsty.
Alva Community Fun Day, Saturday 27 May 2017, 12 noon to 4pm
Sandra gave an update from the Events sub-group meeting on 03/05/17.
Superheroes is the theme for the Alva Community Fun Day this year.
Dress up as your favourite Superhero and join real life Elsa, Anna, Moanna,
Ariel, Spiderman and Ironman on a colourful musical parade along the main
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street to the Cochrane Park led by young piper, Classic Cars and the Tartan
Juggler.
In the park there will be Bouncy Castles, Slide, Roller Coaster Simulator, Kick
Darts, Kids Rides, Face Painters, Owl Magic, Tombola, Refreshments, Ice Cream,
Candy Floss, Motorbikes, Fire Engine, Mountain Rescue and of course various
stalls.
There are competitions including the opportunity for teams to dress up a town
centre bollard in the Superhero theme with a £50 prize for the winner.
Anyone interested in having a stall or entering competitions can collect forms
from Alva Library, Higglety Pigglety shop in the town centre or download from
www.alvacommunitycouncil.org.uk For further information email
info@alvacommunitycouncil.org.uk or call 07979 476 466.
An Application and Risk Assessment for the parade has been submitted to
Clackmannanshire Council.
The Fun Day event has been in the District Digest section of Alloa Advertiser for
a few weeks and also Stirling Observer. It should be in every week until the
event. There are many posters up around town.
The event has also been promoted ACC website and Social media where an
‘Event’ has been created on Facebook; 138 people have said they are attending
and a further 402 are interested with still 2 weeks to go until the Fun Day.
We are still waiting for confirmation from Clackmannanshire Council that we
may hang the community-made bunting between town centre lampposts.
Graham has reported to CC the potholes in the road within Cochrane Park and
requested that they be repaired before the fun day as they are a trip hazard for
the parade.
10

Community Action Plan (CAPLan) – Sandra
The Steering Group will meet on Mon 15 May, 6.30pm in Alva CAP with Stuart
Crickmar, Head of Strategy & Customer Services, Clackmannanshire Council to discuss
how we can develop our Community Action Plan (CAPLan).
Attending: Sandra, Lynn, Linda, Anne, Iain, Sylvia & Donald
Apologies: David Fraser
A report will be given at the June meeting
Funding for Outdoor Gym
Sandra has submitted an EDF Funding Application for £6000 for outdoor gym
equipment, if successful this would be granted in quotas of £2000 per year for 3
years. A representative of Foundation Scotland is phoning on Wednesday
evening to discuss the application.
The first £2000 from EDF would be added to the £5359 received from OLE for
Phase 1 of the outdoor gym.
We will attempt to secure other funding for
subsequent phases to add to the remaining £4000 from EDF.
The outdoor gym will be located on the Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) in
Cochrane Park adjacent to the football ‘cage’.

Community Matters (CM)
Lesley Baillie was going to organise an event to which all groups in the county
who were funded via CM should attend (it was a condition of the funding)
however, there was very little interest so feedback is being obtained via a
questionnaire which is open till 20th May.
1st - Alva Scout Group - £715 (fully funded)
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trip to National Activity

Centre to build confidence, teamwork and new skills. – have completed the
questionnaire.
2nd - Alva Glen Heritage Trust - £2975 (part funded - £2075) repair
damage, renew walls, maintain paths, volunteer training, planning, notices &
interpretation. Still to complete the questionnaire.
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Clackmannanshire Councillors Reports
Cllr Archie Drummond
Pot Holes – A MOP mentioned the increasing number of pot holes around town.
Cllr Drummond suggested these be reported via the ‘Report It’ facility at
www.clacksweb.org.uk.
Cllr Donald Balsillie
Relocation of Bus Stop – Cllr Balsillie advised he is meeting with Head of
Roads to discuss the bus stop at East Stirling Street near Norton Street.
Vandalism of Bus Stop - A MOP mentioned the repeated vandalism of the
bus stop near the former RBS and suggested a solid panel instead of Perspex.
Re-election of Cllrs Drummond and Balsillie – Cllr Balsillie thanked all
those who voted for him and Cllr Drummond in the recent local elections. They
have both been re-elected. None of the political parties have a majority so SNP
have approached Labour to hopefully work together to bring a period of stability
to Clackmannanshire.
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AOB
Trees Overhanging at East Stirling Street – A MOP asked if anything could
be done about overhanging trees near the chapel. Following discussion it was
agreed that Lynn would ‘Report It’ on clacksweb as Clackmannanshire Council
can intervene if trees are obstructing a path.
Toilets in Park – Cllr Balsillie confirmed that the toilets in the park will be open
during the summer holidays and other main events including Alva Fun Day.
Scaffolding blocking footpath – A MOP advised the Housing Association next
to the parish church had scaffolding over the footpath and pedestrians had to
go on the road. Cllr Drummond advised that permission is required to put
scaffolding over a footpath.
Scottish Government Consultation on Parking – A MOP reminded us about
this as mentioned at the April meeting;
We have been asked by Scottish Government to share information about the
consultation on Improving Parking in Scotland.
(http://www.communitycouncils.scot/improving-parking-in-scotlandconsultation-launched.html) www.twitter.com/ScottishCCs
The consultation explores how parking is managed across the country and
invites views on delivering a consistent approach to managing and enforcing
parking on public roads, including trunk roads, while improving accessibility for
all. The consultation paper can be found here https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/road-policy/improving-parking-inscotland/user_uploads/improving-parking-in-scotland.pdf
The consultation closes on 30th June 2017 and any questions about the
consultation should be sent to parkingconsultation@transport.gov.scot.
Volunteer Collector of Rubbish – A MOP mentioned the unknown lady who
collected several bags of rubbish on the road from Alva to ‘The Lady of the
Forth’ roundabout at Collyland. It was agreed to thank her via ACC website.
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Date of Next Meeting – Monday 12th June 2017 Alva Baptist Church
7.00pm - Community Councillors only
7.30pm – Public Meeting
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NOT PROTECTIVELY MARKED

ALVA COMMUNITY COUNCIL
08/05/2017

INTRODUCTION
I am Police Constable 247 James Miller, one of two Community Policing officers for the
area stationed at Alloa Police Office, the other is PC 933 Brentt Chambers. You can
contact us by calling 101 or by e-mail at James.Miller@scotland.pnn.police.uk or
Brentt.Chambers@scotland.pnn.police.uk.
Since the last meeting there have been 7 detected crimes and 3 undetected crimes
recorded by police.

PRIORITIES
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
There were 3 recorded incidents of anti-social behaviour in the area, they are as follows;
-

On 12th April 2017, 2 males were apprehended for controlled drugs, weapons and
motoring offences in Greenhead, Alva. Both were held in custody and appeared at court
the following day.
On 19th April 2017, a male breached his domestic bail conditions in Johnstone Street, Alva
and was apprehended for this offence.
Between 30th April and 1st May 2017, the same male was reported for a stalking offence in
Johnstone Street, Alva and apprehended for this.

VANDALISM
There was 1 recorded incident of vandalism in the area, it was as follows;
-

On 6th May 2017, a 2 cars parked in West Johnstone Street, Alva had their wing mirrors
knocked off. No suspect has been identified and enquiries are continuing.

VIOLENCE
There was 1 recorded incident of violence in the area, it was as follows;
-

On 13th April 2017 a male and female were apprehended by police in the area near to
Southcroft, Alva and reported for offences including robbery, abduction, weapon and knife
offences.
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ACQUISITIVE CRIME
There have been 4 recorded incidents of acquisitive crime in the area, they are as
follows;
-

On 16th April 2017, a female failed to pay for taxi fare in The Nebit, Alva and was
subsequently traced by police and apprehended for fraud.
On 18th April 2017, a set of keys were stolen from the exterior lock of a residential
property in The Wynd, Alva. The keys were not recovered and no suspect or motive has
been identified.
On 3rd May 2017, a domestic incident occurred in The Nebit, Alva which resulted in the
theft of a motor vehicle. A suspect has been identified and enquiries are continuing.
On 4th May 2017, a male was traced by police in Norton Street, Alva and reported for
controlled drugs and multiple motoring offences.

ROAD TRAFFIC
It should be noted that traffic offences are routinely detected and dealt with by
police without the need for them to be recorded. Several have already been
mentioned along with other offences under the ASB section.
-

On 4 May 2017, a male was traced driving in Dickies Wells, Alva without valid
insurance. He has been reported for the offence.

OTHER INCIDENTS OF NOTE
Several fires have occurred at various locations on the hills in Alva over the last week
with the most serious on 3rd May 2017. The Fire Brigade attended to deal with the blaze
which lasted for a considerable period of time and covered a substantial area. Enquiries
are continuing into the cause of the fire.
Any information regarding these fires or other criminality can be reported to police or
Crimestoppers and can be done so anonymously.
Efforts are continuing to deal with parking problems in Alva by means of education and
enforcement. No physical changes to the problematic areas appear to be imminent
however consideration should be given to possible temporary solutions to ensure the
safety of pedestrians whilst allowing access to delivery vehicles.
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ANY OTHER COMMUNITY ISSUES

Police Scotland are currently seeking community involvement and input into the Policing
2026 strategy project. This will be the most comprehensive analysis ever undertaken of the
demands policing faces and the sort of organisation we need to become to protect the
people of Scotland over the next decade. More details and information can be found on the
Police Scotland website.
Community police officers have continued in their efforts to address local issues such as
anti- social behaviour, parking issues and underage drinking. Please continue to report any
concerns to police on 101 or directly to ourselves via e-mail.
Facebook and Twitter – Community Messages can be placed on local Police sites via
one of the Community Sergeants, who are PS Scott Thomson 378 and PC 653 Graham
Cadden. Both are based at Alloa Police Office.

FEEDBACK FROM MEETING
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